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Abstract. The burial of the deceased, in all the peoples of the Ancient Near East, and espe-
cially in ancient biblical Israel, served as a confirmation that life continues after death and
that, through burial, the peace of the deceased in eternity is ensured. For this reason, the viola-
tion of a tomb was considered sacrilegious and disrespectful, as it disturbed the tranquility of
the soul of the deceased. To remain unburied was regarded as atrocious and dishonorable, as it
was believed that the soul of the person would remain trapped between two worlds and could
not pass into the realm of the dead to find the much-desired peace and serenity. In contrast,
burial was considered a special honor for the deceased and for their relatives who took care of
the funeral rites. The tomb of the deceased was a significant element according to the beliefs of
ancient peoples, and particularly of ancient Israel. The purchase of a tomb in Palestine dur-
ing the period of the Patriarchs of ancient Israel demonstrates both the necessity of ensuring
a dignified burial and the transition of the deceased into eternity, as well as securing the pos-
session and ownership of the land through purchase. Despite the certainty of purchasing and
owning the land, the Israelite knows that he is a temporary sojourner on this land and a stew-
ard of it, as the absolute and sole owner of the entire earth is God Himself. A characteristic
example is the purchase of the Cave of Machpelah by Abraham, in order to bury his wife and,
subsequently, for himself and his descendants to be buried there, as described in the Book of
Genesis. During the process of purchasing the cave, the Hittites offered to give it to Abraham
as a gift, but he refused to avoid any future claims or transactions and to ensure that the place
would become his property, thereby securing his descendants’ rights to that land. The purchase
of the cave and the possession of this specific portion of land serves as proof to Abraham and
his descendants that God's promises to the Patriarch Abraham regarding the Promised Land
were beginning to be fulfilled.
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Ewoaywyn: H évvola tov Td@ov

O 6pog «Tdpog> TpoépyeTar a6 To prpa « BdmTw> Kat avapépeTal oty < TagH>, Tov
<evTaglaoué> | Ty «<kndeia>'."Hon an6 ta wpoiotopicd xpdvia, ot avBpwrot £8et-
xvav aitepn empédeta kat povTida yia TOV eVTAPLATUS TWY VEKPWY. AVTH 1) Ppo-
vtida, pe Tig Sidpopeg popeég TG, paptupel T miotn oty emPiwot) Tov avbpwmov
axopa kat petd Tov 8dvaro. To va otepnOei kdmotog v tagr Bewpodvtay Tpopak Tk
dvotvxia tooo atov apxaio IopanA 600 kat oTovg yerrovikovg Aaolg. XapakthnptoTiko
mapaderypa wov Seiyvet Ty WSiaitepy PpovTida yia ToV EVTAPLAGUO EVOG VeEKPOD amo-
Telei 1) Ta@r] Tov APpady, 6mws Teptypdpetar oto PiAio g Tevéoews, avarkiwvtag
Ta Taued £Qwpa Tov emkpatovoav oTnV evpvTeph TEpLoxy g Iadatotivig.

1."EOwa tapns otnv Iladaiotivy

Sty Iadawotivy, katd Tovg xpdvovs twv Iatplapxwv tov apyaiov Iopand, ta
Tagud €0ia ftav, oto oHVOAS Tovg, idia pe exeiva g apyaiag Mecomotapiag’.
Katé kavova, o vekpdg BaPotav oe évav tdpo mov émpeme va eival katdMnlog yia
™V Npepia TG YoxAs Tov. Avtd vodekvoet THY emoibnon 6t {wy petd Tov
Bavaro parvotav va ivar idia pe T {wi) Tpwv and avtdv. Ot {wvravoi propovoay va
PpOVTIoOLY TOV VEKPO, SLATNPWYTAG TO TTWUA TOV aAWPHTO Kat podtalovTag To pe
avTIKElpEVa TOV NTaY avaykala o avTovH.

O xéopog Twv vekpdv Bewpeitar évag okotewvds ToTOG, OTTOL 0L Vekpoi {ovv
UE TN HOPPY OKLWV, £V 1 evnuepia Tovg e§apTdTal amd Tovg {wytavovs. Ao Tov
Kérw Kéopo Sev pmopei va §epiyet kaveig, extog amd Tov facthd, o omoiog petd Tov
Odvato Tov Oeomoteitar. e e1dikég vekpikég TENETEG TOV ATOTKOTOVY OTHV evnpepia
ToV PBacthid, avtdg anetkoviletar amé éva dyapa, kabdg To owpa Tov éxet kaei padi
pe Ta vekpikd avtikeipeva. Ta 00T Tov, petd TV KadOY Tov TWHATOG, ToToOETOV-
vrat y va avanavfodv oe éva ktipto ov ovopdletar «ITétpvog Ofkog>*.

1

H. Liddell & R. Scott, «t4og>», Méya Aeficd g ENnvikrg [hwoons, petappacdév ek tng

ayYAIKAg 16 TV EMyikY v1d Eevoedvtog IT. Méoyov (kabnynrod), TépogV, ExS6tikég Otkog 1.

Su8épng ABrvau ae., 0. 296.

A. George, «<evtaglaopds», Aeikd Biflikrg Oeodoyiag, Metappaon; Kaitn Xuwwtédn, Ex8.

BipAixo Kévtpo AptogZw, ot. 368.

31 Meoomotapia, 1 Tagr Tov vekpob owpatog Bewpotvtay 6Tt SievkdAvve To TVeDA TOL Vat eloéNDeL

otov Kdtw Koopo. O tdpog Tov vekpo eiye idiaitepn onpaoia, kabwg arotehovoe t6mo novyiag Kot

npepiag. O Tapog amotelodoe T KaTotkia Tov vekpod Kat To o1pelo GOV TO TVELUA TOV UTOPODIE

va KAn0el amd Tov KOO TWV VekpWY Tow oToV KOopo Twv {wvtavdv. D. Potts, Mesopotamian

Civilization: The Materia Foundations, The Athlone Press, London 1997, ¢. 221.

* K. Spronk, «Beatific Afterlife in Ancient Israel and in the Near East», AOAT, B. 219, Verlag
Butzon & Berecker Kevelaer, Neukirchener Verlag Neukirchen - Vluyn 1986, 0. 139.

5 K Spronk, «Beatific Afterlife in Ancient Israel and in the Near East», AOAT, B. 219, Verlag

Butzon & Berecker Kevelaer, Neukirchener Verlag Neukirchen - Vluyn 1986, . 130-131.
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Znv Hadawotivey, Adyw twv vymAwy Beppokpactoy, Bewpodvtav mo ovvetd va
BaPovv ta vekpd owpata pe katdMnda éBpa, Ta omoia akolovBovoav pia cvYKe-
kptpévn tepapxia. To vekpo owpa TAEVOTAY, ANELQOTAV [E APWUATA, KAL OTH CUVE-
Xeta ToMydTav pe Atvd vaopa mpty petapepbei pe mopmd) Tavw oe pia Aibvn Thdka,
eite o€ TAQO eite ot omNALd. Ot tdgot oxdPovray, add Ta oot HTay o evXph-
oA Yl THY TAH], 67w, Yia Tapaderypa, To omAAato 6Tov eTden o APpady oh
XePpwv (Tev. 23,19). To onAlato oppayi{dtav pe évav peydho Aifo mov ypnoipeve
WG «<eUmddIo S1apuyrig> yia Tov vekpd. AQod TO oWpA TOL vekpoy SaAvoTay, T
00Td GUMEYOVTAY Kt TOTOBETOVVTAY TF KIPOTLALC.

O vekpég émpeme va tagel and Tovg ovyyeveig Tov (Ap. 6,10), av fray Svva-
TOV THY TPWTN Npépa Tov BavaTov Tov Kal KaTd TPOTIUNTH 0€ £Vay OIKOYEVELAKO
4o (Tev. 23,49- 50,7, B’ Zay. 19,38). Ta tagukd é0wa Swapkodoav entd nuépeg,
pe ekaipeon v mepintwon Tov Mwvat] kat Tov Aapwy, 6mov Sujpkecav TpLavTa
nuépes. Ymrpye 1 emBopia kémolog va taei dimha atovg Tpoydvovg Tov, STt exel
<amepyoTav>, «mporeTifeto> Kar «ovvayétav> pe Tovg okeiovg Tov. H kabvon twv
VekpWV ftay katt To anexdés, ald epappolotay povo ot e1dikég TePITTWOOELS, OTIWG
oto A’ Zap. 31,12-13. H tagn ftav 1 embopia 6Awv kat Oewpodvtav wg avrapolpn
Yo pita ko St To va peivel kamotlog dtagog Oewpovvtay tpopept| poipa. AgdTov
nébarve, 0 avBpwmog 08nyovvTav oTov TaPo Tov, evw 1 Yuxr Tov 0dnyovvTav oTo
Bacileto Twv vekpwv (efp. /X12), amd dmov Sev v pxe emotpopr.

2. H onpacia tov tagov ato apyxaio Iopani

Katd tovg xpdvovg twv Iatplapxdv tov apyaiov Iopand, oty Iadaiotivy mapa-
TNPOVVTAL TOMO{ TPOTIOL EVTAPLATUOD TWY VEKPWY, OE TAPOVS TKAUUEVOG ETE TTO
xwpa 1) o€ Ppdxo, pe T0 KePEAL GTPAUUEVO TIPOG THY AVATOAY KAl TO COUA TPOG TOV
N67o (1206 - 1106 awkovag w.X.). Tyvn amotéppwatg amavtody TOAD oTdvia, Kot Tat
Kapéva 00td StatnpovvTay péoa ot TV ayyeial.

T tov Iopanitn, o Tdgog éxet peydAn onpacia kat eivar avardonacta ovvde-
Sepévog pe Ty Tagn Tov vekpov, kabdg Bewpeitat o Témog kartowkiag Tov. H tagn
amoteAel £v8eitn g Wiaitepng evvolag kar povidag Tov Oeov, Kat YU avtd TO
A6Y0 TpootAkvoE TH PPOVTIda Kal TO eVSLAPEPOV TWV CUYYEVWY TOV EKMTOVTOS.
Avth) 1) ppovTiSa apopoldoe Kal TNV DPEST] TOL KATAMNAOD TOTOV VLA TOV EVTAPLA-

¢ W. Browning, «burial», A Dictionary of the Bible, Oxford University Press, Oxford New York
1996, 0. 53.

7 H. D. Preuss, ®eoloyia ttng Tadadg Awabrxng Topor A’ - B, Metdgpaon - Empélewa: L Xp.
Mobptliog, Ex8. Kupiakidn, O@eooadoviky 2016, 0. 719-720.

8 A. Chouraqui, H Kabnpepivi Zon twv AvBpdmwy thg Bifov, Metdppaon: Stadpov Bhovrakn,
ExS. Iamadfpa, AGAva 1992, 0. 232.
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opd, kat Wattepa Ty Tar oty watpida Tov kat 1 evamdOeon Tov Aetydvov Tov o€
OIKOYEVELAKO TAPO®.

Ot dmynoeig mepi Twv matplapxwv tov Iopant pag Bondovy va katavorioovpe
TH onpacia TG ayopds Yng yla T XpYon TNG WG TAQOG Yl THV TAPY AYATNUEVWY
npoownwy. XapaktnpLotikd wapaderypa amotelet o Odvatog Thg Zdppag, Thg ovld-
You Tov APpady, o onoiog poohidBe oTovg Xettaiovg wpoketpévov va {ntroet and
AVTOVG TOTO YLt THY TAPH] TG ZAPPAG, HE TOV TAPO VA ATOTEAEL TEPLOVOLAKS GTOL-
xelo Y avtédy. Metd v emionun npaén ayopanwnoiag, o aypds, To omAlato Kat
ta §évtpa mepABav oty WSoktnaia Tov APpady. Extote, To omlato Bewpeitat
0LKOYEVELAKOG TAPOG, OTov BdmTovTan ) Zappa kat, TAnoiov tvg, 0 APpady, o Ioadk
pe T PePBéxa, o Taxdp kou ) Aela, kar apydtepa, ovpupwva pe Ty embupia Tov, o
18106 0 Iwoh g, 0 omoiog e&éppace Ty emBupia va Tagei oo omAAAL0 TOL €iye ayo-
pacet o APpady wg tdtoxtnoia Tov'.

3. To onfjAaio Mayxwela

To mapandvw meptotatikd avapépetat oo PipAio g Tevéoews, dmov yivetat Adyog
YV ayopd evég amnAaiov and tov APpady. O Iatpapxns APpady ayopdlet to
OUYKEKPLUEVO oTAAL0 amd Tovg Xavavaiovg TPOKEIUEVOD Vo EVTAPLATEL TH VEKPH)
ovuy6 Tov. Ot Xetraiot emBopodv va tov Swpicovv T Y1 avt], add o ABpadp
APVELTAL TELTUATIKA, ETIUEVOVTAG VAL TNV aYOpacTeL, OTwg kat TEMKA aupfaivel,
Me v ayopd tov Zanaiov Tng Maymeld Sagaivetal 1) Stapopd petad tov
APpadp kat twv Xavavaiwv. O APpady extdéyet va ayopdoet 1o oThAAO-TAPO,
ATOPPITTOVTAG KATNYOPNUATIKA THY TPooPopd va To dexTel wg dpo. Me avth|
™y npdkn, o Xetrtaiog EQpwv xdvel oploTikd avtd To TuApa amd To KT Tov.
'Eto, kabiotatal cagés 6Tt o APpady dxt povo dev embBopel va éxet oxéoelg pe Tovg
Xavavaiovg, al\d& kot 6Tt eyeiper afooelg el Tng XWpag Tovg, amokheiovTag Tovg
péxpt ToTe karoikovg . H amoSox) g Swpedg Oa ofjpawve v évapén Sia-
npaypatedoewy petatd Tov APpady kat twv Xavavaiwyv. Qotdoo, § TAnpwpr kat
1 ayopd Tov aypod cvVIeTOVY avTopata THY eEayopd TNG YN Kal THY améKTNHo
Sikarwpdrwy Woktnoiag. H afiwon tov APpady yia tn xwpa ekppdletat oTig emd-
pEVEG evOTNTEG TwV Siynoewy mepi Twv Tatprapywv tov Iopand. Xto iSto omAdato,

°  N. ana§émovdov, O Odvars kar at Metabavdriou Iapaotaoeis katd ta lotopikd Bifhia tng TTad.
Awabrixng péypt s Bapvdwviov Aypadwoiag, ABvar 1965, 6.71.

19 N. Hana§émovdov, Ot ev 0 Tadhatd Awbiixn Mvnpovevdpevor Tagor: and tng emoxhs Twv
HMatprapxwv péxpt Ths Baoteiag, ev ABfvaig 1978, 0. 29-36.

11 Tey, 23,1-18.

12 N. Lemche, H Ipoiotopia tov Iopan}, Amé Tig apxés ewg to Téhog Tov 130v at. m.X., ExS. IT. X.
IMovpvépa, Metappach: Iwdvvn X. Mobptiiov, @ecoalovikn 1998, o. 41.
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o APpady svtaualet Tphrta T adluyd Tov, T Zdppa (Tev. 23,19), kar apydtepa
evtaglaletat kat o iStog (Tev. 25,9-10)".

‘Otav o APpady aydpace to omiAato g Maymedd kat Tov aypd ot XePpov
ané Tovg Xettalovs, Tpokelpévov va evralaoet ) Zdppa, fekivioe 1) ek pwor
g enayyeliag oxetikd pe Ty vrooyeBeioa yn (Tev. 23,17-20). Qotdoo, o APpady
£yve kOPLOG POVO EVOG UIKPOD TUNHATOS AVTHG THG TG, 1) OTola ETpOKELTO, UETA Ao
eKaTovTades xpovia, va weptéAbel oty Sikatodooia Twv amoydévwv tov. Ot epio-
o6tepot amd tovg Ilatpiapyes Tov Iopand evtagiiotnkay o€ avtd T0 oAAALO, TO
omoio katénge va yiver copfolo avamavong yia oAéKANpo To tpanhitikd £0vog't.
Avagopikd pe v kT TS YNS, ot Iopanhites yvwpilay 61t ot Satdelg Tov
Agvtepovopiov 6pLlay Twg 0 povog kat aéAvTog KOpLog OAOKANPNG TG YNS eivar
0 {810¢ 0 Oedeh.

To omflato Maymehd (efp. NUIN NNID2N), 6nwg avagépetan oo Macwpitikd
Kkelpevo, onpaivel «omidaio 1o Sidd> ko petagpaletaramd tovg O’ wg « 10 omfdatov
70 Simdovv> (Tev. 23,17-19). H ovopacta avth mpoépyetar mbavdtata and ) Sa-
HOpPwWOT) Tov i81ov Tov oTNAaiov, éva amd Ta TG Tov VT pXaY oTHV TTadaioTivn,
Ta omoia HTopovTAY VoL X PHOIUEDTOVY VLA EVTAPLACTUO TWV VEKPWY, EPOTOV TPOTAp-
poovtav kat kataokevdlovray kardMnla's. O Tapog Yevikd eivat 0 XWpog Tagrg
TWV VEKPWYV, 0 0TI0I0G TIPETEL TPWTA VoL AyopacTel yia va XprotpomonOeil’.

1oV 810 axptPwg Tago eTden kat o APpady, o omoiog «mposeTéfn mpdg Tov Aadv
avTov>'%. Me avti) T ppdaot), To PitfAio Tng Tevéoews avapépetal oTov OIKOYEVELAKO
Tapo Tov eiye ayopdoet o ABpady”. Apyotepa kat o lakwp Oa tagei oo it omr-
Aato ov etdgn o APpadp kat ) Zdppa amévavtt amd T MapPpi® kar Opnvidnke
amd tov Iwofe kat 6An v Alyvrto?. To vekpo owpa tov Iakwp cvvodevtrke pe
peydn wopmr and v Aiyvrto ot i Xavady, kabwg o Oedg iye vrooyedei 6Tt Oa
Tov épepve Tow 0T Y1 TG emayyeMiag kot Tws Oa tov éDafe o Iwane (Tev. 46,4). H

13 J. Golinday, Baker Commentary on the Old Testament Pentateuch: Genesis, Baker Academic,
Michigan 2020, o. 369.

'* H. Wolf, An Introduction to the Old Tstament: Pentateuch, Moody Publishers, Chicago 1991,
0. 130.

15 A. Maddvrla, To BiBhio tng Povd kau 1) @coloyia tov, ExS. Evvola, ABiva 2015, o. 143.

16 1. ovvra (Apypavdpirov), Eppnveia Tlahawdg Awdrikng: Téveaig, Topog 1, ExS. Amootolucrg

Awaxoviag g ExkAnoiag tg ENMadog, ABrvar 2004, . 463.

H. D. Preuss, ©@eoloyia ttng ITodatdg Awabrixng Topot A’ - B, Metappaon - Empédewa: 1. Xp.

Mobptliog, ExS. Kupiakidn, Oeooadoviky 2016, . 531.

8 Tev.25,8.

® D. Kinder, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries: Genesis, Volume 1, Inter Varsity Press,
England 2008, 0. 161.

20 Tev. 49,30.

21 Tev. 50,3-4.

—

—



166 Theodore Rocas

VekpIKI TopTTy) Tapovatdletat wg éva Taidl, evd o owoyevelakds Tdpog Tov ABpady,
omov Odmretan kau 0 lakwf, amoteet pa Napmpy a&iwon yia ) y1 g emayyehiag?.

Emridoyog

T Tovg Aaovg g Apyaiag Eyyvg Avatodfig kat kupiwg yia tov apyaio BipAuo
TIopand, 1 Ta@r] Tov vekpov eixe iaitepn onpaocia, kabwg n memoibnon 61t n fwn
emeKTelveTal kat Tépay Tov Bavdtov kat Tov TaQov HTay evpéwg StadeSopév. Etat
ebnyettar 1 Swaitepn empédeia Yo Ty Tagy Twv vekpwy, kabdg kat To Yeyovds
011 o€ TAQOVG PpEOnKay TOATIHA avTIKEIpEVA, T OTOI0 TVUYOSEVAY TOV VEKPS TTHYV
emopevy Lwr).

Ta tagikd éDa anavtovy oe dhovg Tovg Aaovg Thg Apxaiag Eyydg Avatolr,
Kot ot avTMVels Yo avtd ta £0ia eivan oxedov dpoteg Tavtod. H wemoibnon dtio
Odvarog eivat éva Tépaocpa Tpog TNV atwvOTHTA £lvat Koy yia dAovg Tovg AaoDs.
Avti) ) memoibnon, kabwg kat 1) avaykatdTnTa Tov evtaglacpov, edpdletar oty
memoifnon 6Tt 0 vekpdg Tpémet va éxet amdv Ty Npepia oTNY advia {wi, kKATL OV
amotelel Paoikr) mpodmoOeat) kat emtayh. I avtd to Adyo, o Tapog Sev mpémet va
napaPraletal kaL va Tapapével aképatog wg orpeio «amayopevpévos>, de Ty vvola
OTL 0 TAPOG £ival TO ALWVIO KATOLKNTHPLO TOV VEKPOD Kal 0 XWPOg amd Tov oToio o
AvBpwmog TepvdeL oTHY ALWVIOTHTA

H xatox tégov, kat pdhiota owoyevetakod, dev cuvdéetar poévo pe Tov
TOTO TG AVATALOHG TOL VEKPoD aM\d kat pe Kvplapxikd Stkawwpata e Thg
Ns. XapaktnploTiks Tepintwat] eivat n ayopd tov XmnAaiov Maymedd amd tov
APpady, to omoio kateixav ot Xettaioy, yia va 8dyer ) avlvyd tov, Zdppa, Kat
apydTepa ya va tagel kat o idtog kabdg kat ot yrot Tov. Erat, ) Iadawd Awadfixn
Kat ovykekpipéva ot Sinyfoetg Tov PiAiov g Fevéoews yia Tovg Iatpiapxes Tov
Iopan) mapéxovv cagn etxoéva yia tétoteg ovvrfeleg Tov amavtody oTHY TEPLOXT
e Hadatotivng.

H katox) avtod Tov ovykekpipévov turpatos yng oth Xavady amd tov APpady
amotelel andSeién 6t apyiler ) ekmMpwon g emayyehag Tov Oeod CXETIKG pe THY
vrooyebeioa Y1 oe avTéV Kat oTOVG PUtKODS amoyévovg Tov. Ilapatnpeitat, Aot-
76V, 6710 TaQog oL aydpace o APpady Yo th dppa kat yia oV iSio, 0T cUVEXELR
Oa amotedéoel Tov Xxwpo 6mov Ba Bpovy avdmavat) o ylog Tov, Ioadxk, pe T PefPéxa,
aMd kat o Iak@p. "Etot, o Td@og yivetal «Soyeio> Yo oAOKANpY THY OIKOYEVELA TOV
ABpady, kot kaOe évag ov evragLaletan ekel amoSetkyieL 6TL CUYKATAAEYETAL TTOVG
Tpoydvovg Tov kat Tt 0 Bdvatog Sev amotelel artia SidoTaoNg THG OKOYEVELAS.
Avtifeta, 1 oikoyévela Tapapével evwpévn akdpa Kat petd tov Odvaro.

22 A. Ross, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary: Genesis, Volume 1, Tyndale House Publishers,
Illinois 2007, 252.
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